Painful shoulder in the hemiplegic and unilateral neglect.
Shoulder pain is a frequent and debilitating problem in hemiplegic patients, and its etiology remains poorly understood. The role played by hemineglect in the appearance of shoulder pain was studied. During two years, 94 hemiplegic subjects were involved in a rehabilitation program after cerebrovascular accidents. Their average age was 68 years; 45 (47.9%) subjects had shoulder pain, and 24 subjects (22.5%) had hemineglect. The subjects with shoulder pain were compared to those without pain (the control group) with respect to gender, age, diabetes, heart failure, cardiac ischemia, scapulohumeral arthritis, and calcified tendinitis of the rotator cuff. We were unable to demonstrate a relationship between hemineglect and shoulder pain in the hemiplegic (X2 (1) = 2.03, p = .15), although pain was significantly more frequent in subjects with right hemispheric cerebrovascular accident (X2 (1) = 5.0, p less than .025). The subjects with shoulder pain had significantly more spasticity of the affected limb (X2 (1) = 26.3, p less than .01), less sensitivity to pinprick of the upper paralyzed extremity (X2 (1) = 10.8, p less than .01), and a more severe subluxation of the affected shoulder (t(51) = 14.0, p less than .01).